Greetings to all Navy Medicine personnel and the Hospital Corps! 


Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with Family & Friends! As you gear up for the upcoming 
holiday season, maintain vigilance and engagement with your Sailors during this time of year. Not only 
is the weather changing, but this is where most young and older Sailors feel alone. | keep everyone in 
my thoughts and prayers; and ensure each Sailor has someone they can rely on. 


We have lots of changes coming to our East and West coast regions. Changes of Command: 
Congratulations and best wishes to RDML Swap in your new role as Commander NME. Best wishes to 
RDML Iverson in your retirement; we wish you fair winds and following seas. 
Additionally, | look forward to traveling with the SG to San Diego where RDML Pearigen will assume the 
role as Commander NMW, congratulations sir. Best wishes also to RDML Gillingham in your next 
position. We look forward to the direction our new leaders take us. 


1. Our very first EMDEC class for First Class Petty Officers was a huge success, look forward to those 
who attended to bring back the wealth of knowledge to the Fleet and to our hospitals! Special thank 
you to NMETLC for getting this completed for implementation. 


2. Currently soliciting for ETL applications in the following NECs: 8407, 8463 and 8701. 


3. A host of experts completed the HM summit review with high intensity! Thank you to all who were 
involved, there were so many of you. The large was broken into 3 smaller groups to focus on a Role 2 
aspect, BAS and field operations/ground combat. Each and everyone’s input was valuable in training the 
future of the Hospital Corps in those scenarios. 


4. FY17 NDAA: The SG provided an update on the NDAA. Although it is not signed into law, it is close to 
an agreement and could be on the President's desk soon. Some reported highlights which could impact 
military and Navy Medicine include: modernization of the TRICARE Plans into an HMO and PPO, 
extended clinic hours for urgent care and primary care services, elimination of prior authorization for 
outpatient services, including urgent care. Leaders, stay appraised of the NDAA and what it will mean 
for our shipmates and beneficiaries. 


5. Command Senior Enlisted Leader (CSEL) Program. Deadline to apply to the program is 5 December. 
Best of luck to the phenomenal leaders who have already submitted applications for the CSEL program. 


6. SEA Billet for ERSS DJibouti: Deployment opportunity for a CPO/SCPO within Navy Medicine. Contact 
your CSEL for more details. 


7. In remembrance: 
HM3 Christopher Anderson, 1/6, 2nd MAR DIV (4Dec06) 


You will never be forgotten! 


8. These dedicated Navy leaders will go ashore in the next two weeks - All of us hope the next chapter 
of your lives is even more rewarding. Fair winds and following seas to: 

PO1 Paul Sarsfield (NH Bremerton) O8DEC16 

CPO Ernesto Oliveros (MCAS Yuma) O9DEC16 

CPO Maria Taylor (Norfolk, VA) 16DEC16 


SCPO Jhohn Joiner (NMTSC) 16DEC16 


In closing, challenge your Sailors each and every day, remain vigilant and ready for the fight ahead. 
Know this is the greatest PRIVILEGE to serve by your side in the greatest Navy, the World has ever seen! 


